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I. BACKGROUND 

Education is a fundamental human right enshrined in Article 26 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (UDHR) and Articles 13 and 14 of the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), two of the core United Nations human 

rights treaties. 

In the constitutional bench case of Unni Krishnan, J.P. v. State of Andhra Pradesh 
1
 it was 

held that: “right to education is implicit in and flows from the right to life guaranteed 

by Article 21. That the right to education has been treated as one of transcendental 

importance in the life of an individual has recognized not only in this country since thousands 

of years, but all over the world.” 

II. IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON LEGAL EDUCATION SECTOR AND ITS 

RESPONSES THEREON 

The Governments around the world have temporarily closed educational institutions in an 

attempt to contain the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. In India too, all educational 
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institutions have been shut since mid-March, some of them from march 25
th

 2020 when the 

nationwide lockdown started to contain the spread of coronavirus pandemic. 

The unique problem with the current crisis at hand is how to tackle this, in a way where it 

least disrupts the teaching quality being offered nor does it tinker in any way with the 

government guidelines of ensuring social distancing which is of primary importance if one 

needs to control the spread of the coronavirus. Universities across the world have tried to 

adapt to these changing times in a mighty way to provide the least disruptive mechanism of 

continuing education and also practice social distancing in a safe and prudent manner. While 

theoretical knowledge it seems has had limited impact with virtual classrooms mushrooming 

across universities, it is professional courses like law, engineering, medicine etc. requiring 

work components as part of their coursework that have an uphill task/challenge before them. 

Unfortunately, law unlike other professions is as practical in its approach as much as it is 

theoretical. It is often said that the best place to learn the law and its application is in the 

courts and to observe the advocates maneuver their way out of complex problems using court 

craft and skills that they have acquired over the years. Classroom learning while useful, is 

limited in understanding the full breadth that a legal provision seems to offer. 

It is indeed a challenge for any university/ law school to realize the above scenario in the 

current climate, to find that right balance between education, professional learning and social 

distancing norms/ guidelines and yet they have to as these are the temples of learning that 

would nurture the lawyers of tomorrow. 

In view of the above issues and challenges, there arises the big questions: How does the 

Government and the Law colleges ensure quality Legal education during and after this 

pandemic? What are the responses of various stakeholders/institutions and what lessons, if 

any can this pandemic teach us for a better future? 

III. AREAS OF DISCUSSION 

1. Access and Effectiveness of online classes over face to face classes (pan India 

perspective), 

2. Whether the activities related to admission and examination are intensely affected and 

the possible solution thereafter. 

3. Impact on Employment and service conditions – Salary, Salary cut, urgent orders of 

joining, retrenchment of contract teachers, general feeling of insecurity and uncertainty.  

4. Role of regulators such as UGC and Bar Council of India for regulating legal education 

during and after pandemic 

5. Impact on Foreign University Admissions 



 

 

Suggested Readings: 

1. https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse 

2. https://leidenlawblog.nl/articles/ensuring-the-right-to-education-in-times-of-covid-19  

3. https://www.thehillstimes.in/featured/impact-of-covid-19-pandemic-upon-legal-

education/ 

4. http://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-2228-impact-of-covid19-on-legal-

education.html 

5. https://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2020/06/call-for-papers-the-impact-of-covid-

19-on-legal-education.html 
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